
OCTOBER MINUTES 
St. Margaret Mary Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

Minutes for Meeting that took place on Wednesday, October 5, 2022 

Elected members in attendance: Donna Bodkin, Kevin Sims, Denise Blum, Bill Keuper, Margie King, Karen Litteral 
Elected members not present: Kelly Hartwig  
Ex officio members in attendance: Fr. Jim Wedig, Jenni Petrey  
Ex officio not present: Wilma McGlasson    Recording secretary: Janice Stentz 
 
Opening prayer 

September minutes: Approved 

Parish Business 
-  There have been two funeral liturgies since the last PC meeting for Bernie Martini and Connie King. 
-  Fr. Jim led a discussion about the state of the parish buildings (the PAC, church/rectory and convent). If the parish didn’t have the cost of 
maintaining the buildings that are not in use, the budget would balance. Some study is needed to determine the best approach moving 
forward. Can a new use be identified for existing structures that generates income or justifies expenses to maintain them? The parish 
should consider removal, selling or leasing of structures as possible options. Currently there is no long-term plan for the buildings and it is 
important to have one moving forward. Fr. Jim asked that an ad hoc committee be formed to review all options and report back to PC.  
- The priests’ convocation took place on Sept 26-29. Fr. Jim shared that their discussions focused on the Beacons of Light changes and 
the new realities that parishioners and the priests are dealing with. The pastors and priests are used to be assigned to a single parish or 
pastoral region. That’s not the reality now. Parishes don’t have a resident pastor or priest and it’s unsettling for many. It’s hard for the 
priests to connect with their new parishioners because they don’t have consistent time with them. Parishioners are likewise struggling with 
a sense of disconnection from the pastors and priests. The goal is to learn to work together. We all need to do a better job of getting to 
know each other. Staff and parishioners need to try harder but also not move too fast. 
- Fr. Jim explained the importance of having a vision for the parish. PC members were asked to think about and identify what’s important 
about St. MM? He also asked what we hope to see our family of parishes looking like when Beacons of Light is done. One hope shared 
was the goal of each parish becoming interchangeable, with similar or complimentary programs so that people feel comfortable moving 
back and forth among and participating at the different parishes. 
- Building on last month’s meeting when Fr. Jim asked each member to identify their preferred area of ministry, he asked if two or three 
people would be interested in being a part of the family of parishes leadership team that he is forming which would meet once a month. 
Donna and Kevin said they would participate. At the September meeting, Bill Campbell said he’d be willing to be part of the team with  
Phil Meyer as his back-up. 
- It was pointed out that Wilma’s report states there are currently no candidates for any of the Sacraments at St. MM. Fr. Jim said that it is 
likely going to make sense sooner than later for some of the Sacramental preparation to be combined within the family of parishes, 
depending on how many there are total among all of the parishes. It was suggested that the RCIA yard sign be put out.  
- Jenni reported that the HVAC contractor was recently at the parish to switch the system over for winter heating and determined that the 
boiler in the PAC is no longer functional. The cost to replace it would be in the $100K range and a decision will need to be made about how 
to proceed. Jenni and Bill Johansing will be meeting with the HVAC contractor soon to discuss possible less expensive options for heating 
specific areas of the building. 
- Fr. Jim said that he isn’t sure if bringing the Hispanic community to St. MM will still be a viable option now with the news about the boiler. 
He will need to present this new information to Fr. Roberto who is currently out of the country. 
 
Parish Finances 
- The finance report was presented for the period ending September 30. Weekly collections continue to be down slightly from what was 
budgeted on. 
- Fr. Jim clarified that he’d like for Finance Committee members to attend PC meetings on a quarterly basis. 

Buildings & Grounds: Jenni reported 
Other than the news about the boiler, there were no major expenses or projects since the last PC meeting. 
 
Faith Formation Director’s Report: Submitted by Wilma McGlasson  
Sacramental preparation: There are currently no candidates for Sacramental preparation. See comment in Fr. Jim’s report above regarding 
combining these programs within the family of parishes in the future. 
RCIA: There are currently no inquirers for this program. It was suggested that the RCIA yard sign be placed out front of the church. 
Dynamic Catholic Book Club: The book club meets monthly for one hour in the Parish Activity Center. Please contact Wilma McGlasson at 
513-641-9568 for current dates and times. 



Children’s Liturgy of the Word: The C.L.O.W. program for children aged 3-10 has resumed during the 10 a.m. Mass. It has been 
determined that there needs to be a way established to remind the presider that they need to call the leaders and any children to come 
forth to be dismissed before the readings. 
Senior parishioners: Wilma will be communicating with the parish senior population, offering the Gospel readings and Scripture insights, 
especially to the homebound.  
 
Communications Commission (CC): Janice reported 
- The Communications team met on Sept 22. The main focus of the meeting was the ministries recruitment component for the upcoming 
Celebrate St. MM dinner on Oct 15. It was decided to create a single station where groups could have information available about their 
ministry. A theme of We Are Many Parts, We Are All One Body was chosen. Support materials will include an updated list of parish 
ministries with contact persons (at the display and also in the bulletin the weekend of the dinner), a poster with the theme calling attention 
to materials available for pick-up and table tents with the theme encouraging guests at the dinner to visit the display. The poster and 
materials will also be on display in the HFR for both weekend Masses. Janice provided PC members with a draft of the ministries list, the 
theme graphics and a checklist for volunteers to be shared with all ministry team members as a refresher on the importance of being 
welcoming when someone new comes forward to be a part of their ministry. 
- Fr. Jim confirmed he had received the email invitation that was sent to the priests of our family of parishes. He wasn’t sure if any would 
be able to attend since the meal will begin around 4:30 p.m. and all the other Masses in the family have later Masses on Saturday. 
- Jenni reported that the postcard invitations for the Celebrate St. MM dinner are scheduled to go in the mail to parish households tomorrow. 
 
New business – Celebrate St.MM   
Jenni will talk with Bill Johansing and then email PC members the time and date he’ll be setting up in Madonna Hall for those who are 
available to help. Jenni is scheduled to pick-up the food at 1:30 p.m. Additional help will be needed to prepare the drinks, serve food, sell 
split-the-pot tickets, hand out door prize tickets and clean-up.  
 
New business – Fall Family Festival Turkey Dinner   
Denise Blum and Bill Johansing are coordinating the planning for this event. It’s scheduled for Sat., Nov. 5.  
  
Ongoing business – Social Committee formation  
- A core group met on Sept. 12. The goal is to plan some kind of social event or activity to take place each month as an opportunity for 
parishioners and guests to meet and visit.  
- A member of the Madonna K of C suggested that they would be willing to sponsor an occasional coffee and doughnuts event after the  
10 a.m. Mass, doubling as a recruitment tool (which they currently do at Assumption). Perhaps other parish ministry groups would also be 
interested in doing this. The groups would not be responsible for paying for the food and drinks but would do the set-up and be there to 
mingle and talk to people about their ministry. 
- The new social team has created a tentative list of possible monthly activities for this coming year. They are open to any ideas. Contact 
the parish office, 513-521-7387. 
 
Ongoing business – Heritage Room - Janice reported 
The Heritage Room was open to the general public on September 25. A few people attended. The next general opening will be on  
Tues., Oct. 25 from 6-8 p.m. This will be the last time it’s open to the general public this year. After the new year it will be evaluated to 
determine how to have the room accessible for future. The Heritage Room will be open during the upcoming Celebrate St. MM dinner. 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Next PC meeting: Wed., Nov. 2, 2022 at 6:30 p.m.  

Minutes prepared by Janice Stentz  


